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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or descnbed in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this 
country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by F.C Johnston 
etal(US3004097). 

In regarding to claim 1, F.C Johnston et al discloses (figure 8) an elbow stack for 
connecting two busway sections (73, 74) at an angle other than 180^, the elbow stack (figure 2) 
comprising a first splice plate (49) configured to define a first bore (forming on 49); at least one 
insulator assembly (36, 36a, 36b) configured to define a second bore (forming on 36, 36a, 36b), 
with 

the assembly (36, 36a, 36b) having a first connector end (top end parallel to numeral 49) 
and a second connector end (vertical end adjacent to numeral 36), wherein one end (top end 
parallel to numeral 49) is not parallel to the other end (vertical end adjacent to numeral 36) 
(figure 2); 

a second splice plate (46) configured to defined a third bore (forming on 46); and at least 
one fastener (54) disposed within the first (bore forming on 49), second (bore forming on 36, 
36a, 36b) and third bores (forming on 46), where the fastener (54, 51) is configxired to force the 
insulator assembly (36, 36a, 36b), positioned between the first (49) and second spUce plates (46), 
into contact with the busway sections (73, 74). 
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In regarding to claim 5, F.C Johnston et al discloses (figure 2) the elbow stack including 
at least one additional insulator assembly (36, 36a, 36b) positioned between the two splice plates 
(49, 46). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if 
the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-6, 8-13, 15-18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Faulkner et al (US5760339) in view of F.C Johnston et al (US3004097). 

In regarding to claim 1, Faulkner et al discloses (figure 7B) an elbow stack for connecting 
two busway sections (18, 18), the elbow stack comprising a first splice plate (155) configured to 
define a first bore (160); at least one conductor/insulator assembly (152+154) configured to 
define a second bore (161), with the assembly (152+154) having a first connector end (horizontal 
end) and a second connector end (vertical end), wherein one end (horizontal end) is not parallel 
to the other end (vertical end); a second splice plate (1 56) configured to defined a third bore 
(162); and at least one fastener (158+159) disposed within the first (160), second (161) and third 
bores (162), where the fastener (158+159) is configured to force the conductor/insulator 
assembly (152+154), positioned between the first (155) and second splice plates (156), into 
contact with the busway sections (18, 18). Faulkner et al lacks an elbow stack for connecting 
two-busway section at an angle other than 180^. However, F.C Johnston et al teaches (figure 8) 
an elbow stack for connecting two busway sections (73, 74) at an angle other than 180^. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to modify the 
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connection of elbow stack of Faulkner et al by having a angle connection as taught by F.C. 
Johnson et al to connect conveniently the busway sections in any direction. 

In regarding to claims 2 and 9, Faulkner et al discloses the elbow stack wherein the 
conductor/insulator assembly (152+154) comprises, in order, a first conductor plate (152), a 
planar shaped insulator plate (154) and a second conductor plate (another 152), with each plate 
defining a part of the second bore (161), Faulkner et al lacks a polygonal insulator plate. It would 
have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify change the shape of insulator plate of 
Faulkner et al to be a polygonal plate; since such a modification would have involved a mere 
change in the shape of a component. A change in shape is generally recognized as being within 
the level of ordinary skill in the art. in re Rose, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

In regarding to claims 3 and 10, Faulkner et al discloses the elbow stack including a 
grommet (170) mounted in the second bore (161), with the grommet (170) configured with a 
throughbore coaxial with the second bore (161). 

In regarding to claims 4, 1 land 16, Faulkner et al discloses the elbow stack including an 
insulator sleeve (170) disposed on the fastener (158+159) to insulate the fastener (158+159) in 
the plurality of bores (160, 161, 162). 

In regarding to claims 5, 12 and 17, Faulkner et al discloses the elbow stack including at 
least one additional conductor/insulator assembly (152+154) positioned between the two splice 
plates (155, 156). 

In regarding to claims 6, 13 and 18, Faulkner et al discloses the elbow stack including a 
spacer (169) positioned between each conductor/insulator assembly (152+154). 

In regarding to claims 8, 15 and 20, Faulkner et al discloses the elbow stack including a 
cover (115) configured to enclose at least a portion of the elbow stack (figure 5B). 
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5. Claims 7, 14 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Faulkner et al (US5760339) in view of F.C Johnston et al (US3004097) applied as claims 1, 9, 
iand 16 above, and further in view of Hicks, Jr. et al (US4728752). 

In regarding to claims 7, 14 and 19, Faulkner et al discloses (figure 7B) the elbow stack 
wherein the fastener (158+159) comprises a nut (159) and bolt (158). Faulkner et al lacks a nut 
receptacle to accept the nut from preventing rotation. However, Hicks, Jr. et al teaches a nut 
receptacle (51) configured to accept the nut (51) and prevent rotation of the nut (column 4, lines 
19-22). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill at the time the invention was 
made to provide on the elbow stack of Faulkner et al by having a nut receptacle as taught by F.C. 
Johnson et al to tighten the bolt and nut to the system in a good connection. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Flaig, Robert E. (US5, 81 1,733), Weimer et al. (US4, 627,680), Johnson, Terry M. 
(US6, 176,720), Faulkner, Nathan H. (US5, 619,014) and Ebelt, Gunter (US4, 094,103) are cited 
to show in the elbow stack having a first and second splice plates and an insulator plate. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry conceming this conmiunication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuongchi Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-2012. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula Bradley can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext 33. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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